Abstract
Moroccan Press before and during the Colonial Period
Before the colonial experience in Morocco (1912 Morocco ( -1956 , many newspapers appeared in various languages. Still, there was not a well-established culture of journalism in Morocco due to the fact that the material and technical infrastructure was very weak in the country in comparison with Europe. What is important, if not natural, is that a lot of efforts were made hopefully to make the people aware of the latest news. There was a use of traditional means in order to circulate news among the public, and such means were, and some of them are still, deeply rooted in the Moroccan culture. In his La Presse Marocaine D 'Expression Française: Des Origines A 1956 , Jamaà Baida (1996 points out some of these means. He starts with Les barrah s (public criers) who were people working with the Makhzenean 1 or with the tribal authorities, and who were entrusted with walking in the neighborhoods or in souks and saying loudly the latest news. (Baida, 1996, p. 31) The religious sermon that still takes place in mosques and zawias 2 was another means used, especially on special occasions, so as to either comment on social, economic, or political events or send a particular message (Ibid., p. 31). Here, the religious sermon becomes a mediator between the state and the community. However, thanks to Morocco's geographic proximity to Europe, especially to Spain, and also thanks to the heterogeneity of its population, newspapers appeared quite early.
Tangiers, the Northern Moroccan city that is very close to Europe and that lies at the entrance of Gibraltar, played a significant role in the history of the press in Morocco. This proximity, along with having made Morocco a center of attraction for different European newspapers, enabled some European ideas such as the freedom of expression to be easily imported to the country. Along with that, the proximity to Europe helped most importantly in the introduction of the first printing press in Tangier in the 1880's by a Gibraltarian, under the name of Gregory T. Abrines. (El Ayadi, 2007, p. 5) The Spanish newspaper El Eco de Tétuàn is said to be the first newspaper to be published in Morocco, and the first issue was published in May 1 st , 1860 (Baida, 1996, p. 33 It would go without saying that the linguistic and cultural diversity of Morocco along with its geographical proximity to Europe, especially to Spain and France, contributed tremendously to the rise and circulation of newspapers in Morocco as well as to the their linguistic richness, as the chart above clearly shows. It is worth noting that the Moroccan Israelis, particularly the ones of Tangiers, were the pioneers in the domain of the press in Morocco. (Baida: 1996, p. 86) As Jamaà Baida notes, the Jewish press in French brought valuable contribution towards the attainment of the French colonial project in the country, seeing that the Jewish elite was gradually inclined to French. (Ibid., pp. 86-7) In general, the development of the Moroccan press started with the protectorate system, especially with Lyautey 4 , the first Resident General in Morocco. (Ibid., p. 87) The decree of April 27 th , 1914 appeared as the first law aiming at the codification of the press in Morocco. (Ibid., p. 94) This decree gave privilege to the French press during the "protectorate". (Ibid.) The protectorate regime in Morocco (March 1912) aimed at establishing the necessary infrastructure of journalism as a form of "modernizing" the country. It would be interesting to note here that Jean-Claude Allain argues that the press in general is among the manifestations of modernity. (Ibid., p. 11) January 1914 marked a very starting point of the establishment of a press culture in Morocco owing to the fact that the country witnessed the appearance of Havas, a famous Parisian printing house at that time. (Ibid., p. 96) Accordingly, many new newspapers saw light and many other existing ones joined Havas such as La Presse Marocaine, Le Progrès Marocain, and L' Echo du Maroc. Nevertheless, the protectorate regime, as I see it, did not make efforts to help increase the number of newspapers in Morocco or to contribute to the modernization of the country. Rather, it aimed primarily at instilling the French language and culture in Morocco in order to easily exert a form of cultural hegemony, to put it in Gramscian terms.
The French authorities, as Baida notes (Ibid.), tightly controlled Havas, and this immeasurably helped them determine what could be published; that is, the French authorities could easily interfere in Havas in order to select the "suitable" articles and information for publication. Still, there were many newspapers edited in French that were against the protectorate regime. L'Echo du Maroc is one of these newspapers, and in 1919 it published articles that toughly criticized the protectorate regime in general and Lyauté's administration in particular. (Ibid., pp. 99-101) "Ou allonsnous?", published on February 9 th , 1919, and "La politique d'association: Leur point de vue", published on February 11 th , 1919, are good examples of these articles. On the whole, the number of newspapers unprecedentedly increased, especially in 1923 and chiefly in Casablanca, the economic capital of Morocco. Some of the editors at that time could not continue publishing for two main reasons: in the first place for financial reasons and secondly for the dearth of papers at that time. (Ibid., Interestingly, the number of newspapers, especially the ones edited in French, will substantially increase with the departure of Lyautey in 1925 and the appointment of Théodore Steeg as a new General Resident in Rabat. Theodore Steeg, unlike the military Lyautey, was a civil protestant and a member of the radical socialist party. (Ibid., p. 143) His personality in fact was reflected in his actions, and little by little many press agencies were set up in Morocco and many new newspapers appeared. Some of these newspapers were interested in information while some others stridently repeatedly criticize the policies of the protectorate regime. What characterized the period of Steeg is the proliferation of weekly newspapers, and exactly seventeen new weeklies appeared during his reign. (Ibid., p. 158) On top of that, Steeg's period was also marked by the politicization of the press in Morocco. Indeed, each new newspaper, especially the ones edited in French, had its own specific political color. For instance, L'Etre Française and Redd-Balek were socialist while Le Potins du Maroc and Casa qui Rit were very humorous. The chart below gives an idea about the newspapers edited in French that appeared under the reign of Théodore Steeg. (Ibid., p. 163) en ministers w the extent an practicing press have ers", "which ize Morocco lutely a very case in point. This was noticed above all with the socialists rise to power in the alternation government in 1997. Indeed, the government of 1997 contributed a good deal in the emergence of a free independent press in Morocco, the aim of which was the promotion and consolidation of democracy. (Ibid., p. 632) The appearance of Le Journal Hebdomadaire, a weekly independent magazine edited in French, in 1997 embodied a turning point in the realm of journalism in the country. Le Journal played a very crucial role as it paved the way for other newspapers and magazines, like Assahifa, AlMustaqil, Al Ayyam, Al-Massae, and Al Mich' al to see light. It is commonly known that "most of the independent newspapers emerged in the final years of the autocratic rule of King Hassan II at the end of the 1990s, when a new and relatively liberal press legislation was passed." (www.arabpressnetwork.org) It would be important to refer to what normally determines the independent press. According to Houssin Mejdoubi (2010, p. 31) , there are three basic things that characterize the independent press in general: ownership, content, and the sociology of reception. As long as ownership is concerned, we can claim that the first thing that characterizes this particular press is the fact that it is not owned by the state or by political parties. It is rather owned by new industries and by new people. (Ibid.) For example, Le Journal was owned by two journalists and one businessman, while Al-Ayyam is owned by the journalists who work within it. The second main new feature is in terms of the content. The content of the independent press is new so far that it sometimes deals with cultural taboos, and sometimes with the King, but without transcending the limits. Some broadsheets and magazines for example like Le Journal used to publish articles that tackle sensitive issues like the monarchy. As a result, this independent magazine was censored and many other broadsheets are now and then harassed by the state. The last point Mejdoubi suggests (Ibid., p. 32) is the sociology of reception and by this he means that that the independent press has been influential today as any other political institution. That is to say, it influences the political sphere, and it shapes the public opinion. Another interesting idea he adds is that there is always an alternative, meaning that new newspapers always show as alternatives for the current ones. These are the main specificities of the independent press which is crucial for any project towards democracy.
No one can deny the importance of the free independent press which is, as Azzedine Layachi notes in his State, Society, and Democracy in Morocco: The Limits of Associative Life (p. 68), "an absolute necessity for a democratic environment in which an effective civil society can exist." In this respect, Layachi adds (Ibid.) that "an independent press serves not only as a medium for civic associations to express their demands and objections, but also as a tool to publicly question and evaluate public policy and to hold office holders accountable." When looking at the literature about journalism, we come to know that that the concept that is used during the process to democracy is the "free press", but in Morocco the "independent press" is the most commonly used. Today in Morocco, the independent newspapers are the most circulated, representing the majority in the market. There are more than 400 independent newspapers in Morocco, and some of them are not published on a regular basis. All of these newspapers, including the partisan papers, are different in terms of the topics they cover and in terms of periodicity.
Morocco has already started the process of democratization, but the problem actually is that "studies in democratization routinely cover topics such as constitutional reforms and political parties, but, in some cases, give little space to mass media." (Ibahrine, 2002, p. 632) In fact, democratizing the press and mass media in general is the key to any shift to democracy. As Driss Maghraoui (2009, p. 144) argues, the case of Morocco is very complex in the sense that all the reforms that have taken place could be seen as contradictory because they do not refer to a democratic transition paradigm and, thus, preserve continuity and change at the same time. Since the 1990s, and with the arrival of King Mohamed VI in 1999, "more space is open for debates in the media." (Ibid., 143) It is actually the case of the independent press which, despite of the "self-censorship" 6 phenomenon, "which includes avoiding attacks against or criticism of, the King, Islam, and Morocco's claim to the Western Sahara, has experienced in recent years a slight broadening of its range of action." (Layachi, 1998, p. 69 ) Accordingly, the democratization of the free press has allowed the latter to only question and criticize state actions, the political leaders' behavior (except the King and the royal family in general), as well as to analyze social, economic, and cultural issues. Maghraoui (2009, p. 145) Hence, claiming that the reforms that have been introduced since the beginning of the so-called "New Era" represent a radical departure from the past would be utterly incorrect. What is worse, according to Ibahrine (2002, p. 639) , is that the ministry of interior is also behind the restrictions of the freedom of the press, and that this impedes the "demakhzenization" of the Moroccan national information system from taking place, hence making "the emancipation of the national information system from political control […] still far away." To put it simply, Morocco has embarked on the process of democratization, but the absence of freedom of expression, especially when it comes to the independent press, puts this process at stake and the so far introduced reforms under question.
The general idea of this discussion is to show the extent to which democratization and the press are immensely interrelated, and that, as Layachi notes (1998, p. 70) , the "development of a truly free press is […] one of the most important prerequisites of civil society and must be part of any process of genuine democratization."
In this short article, I have attempted to shed light on the Moroccan print journalism within its historical and contemporary contexts as well as on the the problems facing it, especially the problem of censorship, red lines, and selfcensorship. However, there are other challenges like the tabloidization of the Moroccan press about which I am intending to write an article and discuss in relation to the absence of ethics in professionalism. In my next article, I will look at the tabloidization of broadsheets in Morocco as it is ideological and also as a threat to the ethics of the independent press. In the second place, instead of raising the important issues of the public, the tabloidized broadsheet diverts the audience from the real serious cultural and political concerns of society through placing more emphasis on trivialities such as fashion, celebrities, gossip-based news, sensational news, advertisement, to mention but a few. In my MA. thesis, I argue that the shift from hard news to soft news in the Moroccan broadsheets is by far ideological, if not unethical. The next article will investigate and critically analyse at the phenomenon of tabloidization the Moroccan independent newspapers have recently witnessed.
